Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


-^U N  rTED^STATE S 
^j^DE  PARTMENT 
of  AGRICULTURE 


oj^ice  cm 

INFORMATION 


I  B  R 


HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT 


DECEIVED 

^  AUG  1  4  1935  ^f183^'  August  n>-1936 

'  ^RD^fMG^SSiTl[J!aEit,Qj|LY) 


Subject:     "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSI 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 


— ooOoo — 


Erom  the  mail  this  week  I  learn  that  several  forehanded  listeners  are 
already  thinking  about  fall  clothes  for  themselves  and  their  families.    And  at 
least  one  is  already  considering  the  fall  clothing  budget. 

She  writes:     "I  often  wonder  how  much  my  family  should  he  spending  on 
clothes  each  season  considering  our  income.     Haven't  you  some  figures  that  would 
show  how  much  a  family  like  ours  should  spend  for  clothes  and  food  and  so  on?" 

In  other  words,  this  listener  is  asking  for  a  ready-made  household  budget. 
But  the  household  economists  say  that  there's  no  such  thing  as  a  satisfactory 
ready-made  budget.    They  say  that  the  homemade  budget  is  the  only  kind  that  works, 
because  every  family  has  its  own  particular  spending  needs  that  must  be  con- 
sidered in  its  spending  plan.     So  the  best  budgeteer  in  the  world  couldn't  make 
out  a  hard  and  fast  spending  plan  to  fit  different  families. 

Take  the  case  of  the  clothing  budget,  for  example.    Recently  workers  at  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  brought  together  figures  on  the  expenditures  of  15,865 
farm  families  in  30  states  during  the  period  1920  to  1934.    Money  spent  for 
clothing  varied  a  good  deal  from  family  to  family,  and  from  year  to  year  in  the 
same  family.    A  good  many  things  affected  the  amount  spent.    Naturally,  the  amount 
of  money  available  for  the  purpose  influenced  the  spending  most.    But  the  ages  of 
various  members  of  the  family  and  their  occupations  also  ha.d  an  effect.  Small 
children  needed  less  for  clothing  than  children  in  their  teens.     The  daughters  who 
worked  in  an  office  in  town  spent  more  money  for  clothes  than  her  mother  or 
sister  who  stayed  on  the  farm  and  so  on. 

You  can  see  why  nobody  could  work  out  a  clothing  budget  that  would  suit 
both  your  family  and  your  neighbor's,  even  if  the  income  in  each  hoiisehold  was 
about  the  same. 

But  analysis  of  these  records  of  family  expenses  has  enabled  the  home 
economists  to  offer  suggestions  that  may  help  you  out  when  you  are  planning  your 
own  budget.     They  at  least  give  you  an  idea  of  how  other  families  have  provided 
for  various  ages  in  the  family  and  for  different  kinds  of  clothing  —  headwear 
and  footwear,  for  example,  and  underwear  and  outerwear. 

The  figures  were  adjusted  to  the  March,  1935  price  levels.     I  mention  this 
because  you  may  be  comparing  these  figures  with  your  expenses  this  year  and  you 
know  price  levels  have  changed  somewhat. 


Well,  the  average  yearly  spending  for  clothes  for  individual  members 
farm  families  was  from  4  to  68  dollars  a  year.    But  families  on  low  incomes 
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ranged  only  up  to  48  dollars  for  each  member  a  year.     In  most  of  the  low- income 
families,  clothing  costs  of  husbands  and  wives  fell  between  25  and  33  dollars  a 
year.    As  for  the  children  in  this  low- income  group,  their  clothing  expenditures 
varied  considerably  with  their  ages.    Those  11  years  of  age  and  under  ranged  from 
3  to  IS  dollars  a  year.     Those  between  12  and  14  years  ranged  from  14  to  24  dollars 
In  the  age-period  from  15  to  18  years,  girls  cost  from  21  to  34  dollars  to  clothe, 
and  boys  from  19  to  34  dollars. 

Most  studies  of  clothing  expenses  have  shown  that  age  is  important  in  the 
cost  of  clothing  for  young  people.    Expenditures  usually  mount  highest  during 
the  late  teens  and  early  twenties.    And  at  these  ages,  girls  spend  somewhat  more 
than  boys*    This  holds  true  not  only  for  the  low- income  group,  just  mentioned,  but 
also  for  the  families  on  higher  levels  of  spending. 

Take,  for  example,  figures  from  the  highest  income  group  of  farm  families. 
In  this  group,  wives  spent  from  34  to  50  dollars  a  year  for  clothes  while  husbands 
spent  from  25  to  27  dollars.    But  daughters  in  the  family  from  15  to  18  years 
spent  from  26  to  108  dollars,  and  sons  of  the  same  age  19  to  46  dollars.  Clothing 
expenses  of  children  under  11  were  considerably  less,     Clothing  for  boys  from  6 
to  11  cost  from  18  to  32  dollars;  for  girls  of  the  same  age,  from  17  to  36  dollars. 
The  cost  of  clothing  for  children  of  5  and  under  averaged  11  to  32  dollars  a  year 
in  these  families. 

So  much  for  age  and  spending.    Now  about  the  amounts  spent  for  different 
types  of  garments.    A  study  of  the  percentages  of  total  clothing  expenditures  that 
went  for  different  kinds  of  clothes  shows  a  striking  similarity  in  all  age 
groups.    Headwear  and  footwear  together  took  nearly  as  much  of  the  clothing  money 
as  outer  garments,     (Outer  garments  included  dresses,  coats  and  suits  for  girls 
and  women,  and  coats  and  suits  for  men.)    As  you  might  expect,  growing  active 
children  from  2  to  14  years  spent  a  higher  percentage  for  footwear  than  older 
and  younger  members  of  the  family.    Women  and  girls  from  15  to  20  years  spent  a 
larger  proportion  for  hats  than  other  members  of  the  family. 

Listeners,  there  are  just  a  few  suggestions  from  this  study  of  farm- family 
spending  that  may  help  you  plan  your  clothing  budget,  but  the  home  economists 
have  this  to  say  about  its  use:     "These  figures  because  they  represent  customary 
usage  are  a  guide  to  spending;  but  only  a  guide." 

This  brings  us  back  to  where  we  started  —  to  the  fact  that  every  family 
has  its  own  spending  needs  and  a  workable  budget  is  based  on  those  needs.  But 
the  experience  of  other  families  in  spending  often  gives  help  in  deciding  how  to 
allot  your  own  money  on  a  spending  plan. 
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